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Newsletter for Advent Sunday, 29 November 2020 

The Rector writes … 

Today is Advent Sunday. And so begins one of the most 
beautiful and powerful seasons of the Church’s year. The 
Advent music (which is subtly different in mood to the 
Christmas music) is glorious. 

This year, because of the strains and stresses of the year, 
there seems to be a greater-than-usual urgency to move to 
Christmas, even though many of us will not be able to 
celebrate Christmas with family and friends in England or 
elsewhere. But I urge you to enjoy Advent. Christmas will 
come all too quickly! 

We mark Advent in church in a number of ways. We will use 
the Advent order of service in the 10 am service; we will light 
a candle on the Advent wreath each Sunday; and the 
vestments and altar frontal are a reflective purple.  

I encourage you to read and pray the collect for Advent Sunday (printed towards the end of 
the newsletter). It is one of the most glorious prayers in the English language.  

>>> 

Our Advent Carol Service is a 4.30 pm today. Do come – and bring a friend.  

>>> 

Advent Sunday is the first day of the new liturgical year – the Church’s calendar. You may 
notice that, having followed St Matthew’s gospel for much of the last year (with occasional 
visits to St John’s gospel), we will be following St Mark’s gospel on Sundays for the next year.   

>>> 

Comfort and Joy is the Church of England’s 2020 Christmas campaign. Churches all over 
England, as well as in the Diocese of Europe, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands, will be 
marking Advent and Christmas in both new and familiar ways, both in person and online. Find 
out more about the campaign, access online services (rather necessary everywhere other than 
Guernsey, of course), and download the free app at 
www.churchofengland.org/ComfortAndJoy  

>>> 

I would be grateful if people would leave the parking spaces in the lay-by outside the 
barn for disabled drivers and for drivers with passengers who have restricted 
mobility. There are usually two or three parking spaces in the Rectory yard, as well 
as the car park.  

>>> 

Although there are few active Covid-19 cases in Guernsey, we are strongly advised to be 
careful to wash our hands and use hand sanitiser. We have bottles of hand sanitiser in church. 
I encourage you to use this facility when you come into church.  

http://www.standrewschurchguernsey.org/
http://www.churchofengland.org/ComfortAndJoy


 

And please do not come to church if you feel unwell and especially 
if you are exhibiting any symptoms associated with Covid-19 and the 
normal cold symptoms which may mask something more serious. 
Click here for information about symptoms and what to do.  

Notices  

• Many thanks to Chris Claxton for organising the parish Christmas 
cards this year – and to all who helped with the application of the labels. Please see Chris 
if you can help with the delivery of the cards around the parish.  

• And thank you to Jeremy Witham for removing the cobwebs and other accumulated 
detritus from the church. 

• There is a Tumaini flag day at M&S and B&Q on Saturday 12 December. If you can help 
for one or two hours, please contact Dr Susan Wilson on 07781 128019.  

• We welcome donations of food in the box at the back of church for Guernsey Welfare Food 
Bank. Monetary donations may be sent to Guernsey Welfare Service, Holy Trinity Church 
Centre, Trinity Square, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 1LP, or online donations can be made 
at www.guernseywelfare.com  

o Here is an update on what the Guernsey Welfare store looks like: what we have 
plenty of and what is needed. Thanks for the support!  

o We have large quantities of: tinned soup, baked beans, 
other tinned beans (eg butter or kidney), tinned tomatoes, 
porridge, pasta, cereal 

o We have reasonable quantities of: tea bags, rice 
pudding, custard, rice, pasta sauce, tinned spaghetti, 
biscuits  

o We are mostly in need of:  sugar, tinned meat including Fray Bentos pies, squash, 
tomato sauce, strawberry jam, tinned fruit & veg (potatoes, peas, carrots), coffee 

• Fairtrade goods can be ordered from Monomundi in Guernsey. Please email any orders to 
philsoulsby@gmail.com or stevemauger@cwgsy.net  

This week at St Andrew’s church 

St Andrew’s church is open daily, without restriction, from around 10 am until the late 
afternoon or early evening. 

Thursday 3 December 7.00 pm Augmented choir practice  
    7.30 pm  Guernsey Deanery Synod 

Friday 4 December  9.00 am Hillside Preschool Nativity Service  

Sunday 6 December  3.00 pm  Guernsey Rotary Clubs Carol Service 

Dates for the diary 

Please let me know about events to be included under this heading.  

Holy Communion, and laying on of hands and prayers for healing at the Monnaie Chapel on 
Wednesday at 10.30 am. The Monnaie Chapel is a remarkable place – accessed off the Rue du 
Monnaie (halfway up the road, on the left, when approaching from Les Poidevins).   

On Friday 4 December, Quatuor Hanois, a quartet of professional musicians, will perform 
their first ever concert at the parish church of St Pierre du Bois at 7.30 pm. Details on the 
poster in church.  

Pop Up ‘Messiah’ at the Vale Church on Saturday 5 December at 7.00 pm. All proceeds will be 
going to the Guernsey Welfare Service and the Vale Church. The event will be conducted by 

https://covid19.gov.gg/support/if-sick
http://www.guernseywelfare.com/
mailto:philsoulsby@gmail.com
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Helen Grand; Andrew Warren will be the organist. Suggested 
donation of £5 per person (singers & non singers), £3 for 
under 18s. Singers are asked to bring their own copies of the 
score (any edition). No rehearsals, and  no dress code - but 

people are encouraged to wear red, green and gold to fill the church 
with Christmas colours.   

The Festiva Christmas concert will be at St James on Saturday 12 December at 7.30 pm. The 
cost is £12.50 for adults and £6 for children; tickets should be obtained from Susan (01481 
263852).  

Christmas angels 

Knitting sessions will be held at the Rectory at 2 pm on: Wednesday 2 December and 
Tuesday 8 December (finish off knitting; start tagging) … with an extra session to finish 
adding tags on Friday 11 December for anyone who can spare a little time that afternoon. 
Allowing for the recommended quarantine period, the angels can then be distributed on 
Tuesday 15 December. Many thanks in anticipation! The angels will be blessed at the 1000 
service on Sunday 13 December.  

Prayers for the week 

Our parish ‘prayer for the month’ for November: 

Isn’t it irritating when you’re chatting to someone, they are too busy texting messages on their 
phone to pay attention to you? I’m sure God must feel the same as, too often, when we pray, 
we’re on send not receive. Perhaps next time we pray we might ask God what he would like to 
chat about to us.   

Heavenly Father, 
teach me to pray with my ears and my eyes, my heart and my mind, 
before I ask for anything. Amen. 

Please pray  

• for a good Advent; 
• for those preparing for the administration of the Covid-19 vaccine in Guernsey; 
• for students returning to Guernsey and staying in self-isolation;  
• for those living under the restrictions of lockdown in the UK and elsewhere. 

We pray in the Guernsey churches cycle of prayer for St Martin’s parish church (Rector, Daniel 
Foot) and St Martin’s (Methodist) Mission. 

We pray for all who live in the parish of St Andrew and for our church community. 

And, by name, for Stella Machon, Audrey Gollop, Jean Walpole, Chris & Cindy Kennedy, 
Georgina, Chris Lesbirel, Ann Nicholson, Fletch O’Hara, Elisa Wales and Eileen Jones.  

And for those who have died, including Daryl Parnwell and Doris Guilbert. 

Finally … 

The December duties rota has been circulated. Printed copies are available in church.  

A personal note: this weekend is the 5th anniversary of the start of my ministry at St Andrew’s 
church; I am so thankful to be here. 

The Bible readings for Sunday are printed on the next page. Please print them, or bring a mobile 
device, if you wish to follow the readings during the Sunday services.  

With best wishes and my prayers, 

Tim 
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Collect and readings for today … 

The Collect 

Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Old Testament reading: Isaiah 64: 1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
   so that the mountains would quake at your presence—  
as when fire kindles brushwood 
   and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
   so that the nations might tremble at your presence!  
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
   you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.  
From ages past no one has heard, 
   no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
   who works for those who wait for him.  
You meet those who gladly do right, 
   those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
   because you hid yourself we transgressed.  
We have all become like one who is unclean, 
   and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  
There is no one who calls on your name, 
   or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
   and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.  
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
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   we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
   we are all the work of your hand.  
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
   and do not remember iniquity for ever. 
   Now consider, we are all your people. 

Gospel: Mark 13 vv 24-end 

Jesus said,  

‘But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light,  
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  
Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will 
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 
ends of heaven. 

‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, 
and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, 
or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I 
say to all: Keep awake.’  

Prayer after Communion 

O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service 
and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 


