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The Rector writes … 

The Rectory fig tree is not looking its best this 
weekend. Even though I’m not a great fan of eating 
figs, I am delighted that there is a fig tree in the 
garden. There are many mentions of figs in the Bible, 
including the wonderful references to Nathanael 
sitting under the fig tree. Jesus had seen Nathanael 
and realised his capacity for faith long before 
Nathanael knew it himself.  

What is the capacity, the ability and the gifting that 
you have, which others may have glimpsed, yet which 
you have not recognised in yourself?  

>>> 

The link with the Diocese of Salisbury is becoming 
more real for me. I spend Thursday morning in a 
Zoom meeting with the Bishop’s senior staff team; and 
joined in the (online) meeting of the Bishop’s Council 
on Friday afternoon and Saturday morning.  

The Bishop’s Council is effectively the Diocese’s Standing Committee, meeting between the 
meetings of the Diocesan Synod and setting policy and strategy for the Diocese of Salisbury. 
As well as the bishops, the archdeacons, the senior lay staff and (now) the Channel island 
deans, there are representative clergy and laity from the parishes in Dorset and Wiltshire. 
Two lay people from Guernsey and Jersey will join the Bishop’s Council later this year.  

After I included a picture of the Bishop of Salisbury in last week’s newsletter, a few people 
asked me about the other bishops in the Diocese of Salisbury. There are two suffragan (ie, 
assistant) bishops, who take their titles from places which have played a significant part in the 
history of the Church. Karen Gorham is Bishop of Sherborne, and looks after the Dorset 
parishes. Sherborne was a diocese in pre-conquest times, founded by St Aldhelm, until it was 
absorbed into the (new) Diocese of Salisbury in the eleventh century. Andrew Rumsey is the 
Bishop of Ramsbury – this title was chosen for the bishop who has responsibility for the 

Wiltshire parishes in 
recognition of the first Bishop of 
Ramsbury, Aethelstan, in 909.  

The three bishops (Sherborne, 
Salisbury and Ramsbury) are 
pictured in Salisbury Cathedral. 

The cathedral hit the headlines 
yesterday, as, along with 
Lichfield Cathedral, it is being 
used as a Covid-19 vaccination 
centre. This is a wonderful 
reinterpretation of the Church’s 
ministry of healing. 
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Although there are few active Covid-19 cases in Guernsey, we are 
strongly advised to be careful to wash our hands and use hand 
sanitiser. We have bottles of hand sanitiser in church. I encourage you 
to use this facility when you come into church.  

And please do not come to church if you feel unwell and especially 
if you are exhibiting any symptoms associated with Covid-19 and the 
normal cold symptoms which may mask something more serious. Click here for information 
about symptoms and what to do.  

Notices  

• The church diaries for 2021 are available. Please support the advertisers. I encourage all 
to use the diaries as part of our community outreach – in other words, you may like to give 
copies to friends and neighbours, and ask if they can be put in local shops and other 
premises for people to take away.  

• If you are not already on the Church Electoral Roll, there is now a window of opportunity 
to be included. If you wish to have your name added, please speak to a churchwarden. You 
can check if your name is already included by looking at the current Electoral Roll on the 
notice board at the back of church. Membership of the Electoral Roll allows you to vote in 
any elections at the church’s annual congregational meeting.  

This week at St Andrew’s church 

St Andrew’s church is open daily, without restriction, from around 10 am until the late 
afternoon or early evening. 

Thursday 21 January  11 am  Funeral of Faith Henry 
7.00 pm Choir practice 

Friday 29 January  9.30 am Parish Prayers 

Dates for the diary 

Please let me know about events to be included under this heading.  

Holy Communion, and laying on of hands and prayers for healing at the Monnaie Chapel on 
Wednesday at 10.30 am. The Monnaie Chapel is a remarkable place – accessed off the Rue du 
Monnaie (halfway up the road, on the left, when approaching from Les Poidevins).   

Prayers for the week 

Our parish ‘prayer for the month’ for January: 

With the Brexit deal done and Covid vaccines approved, we have a lot to anticipate this 
year. When the details of major projects have yet to be finessed two heads are better 
than one: who better than asking God to walk the way with us?  

Heavenly Father, 
for all the blessings of the past year, 
we give you heartfelt thanks; 
for all the unknowns in the year ahead, 
walk with us each step of the way. Amen. 

You may like to use this prayer for faith for the journey from Eric Milner White and G W 
Briggs. If this prayer has resonances for us, it is even more a prayer for our sisters and 
brothers in the United Kingdom and Jersey. 

O Lord God 
who called your servants 
to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
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by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown: 
give us faith to go out with a good courage, 
not knowing where we are going, 
but only that your hand is leading us, 
and your love supporting us, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Please pray  

• for all, in the UK, Jersey and elsewhere, who continue to face significant restrictions 
because of the rapid increase in Covid-19 infection, and for the hard-pressed medical staff 
who are caring for those who are seriously ill as a result of the pandemic;  

• for the people of the United States of America, as they prepare for the inauguration of their 
new President next Wednesday.  

We pray in the Guernsey churches cycle of prayer for the ministry of Green Lanes Gospel Hall.  

We pray for all who live in the parish of St Andrew and for our church community. 

And, by name, for Stella Machon, Audrey Gollop, Jean Walpole, Chris & Cindy Kennedy, 
Georgina, Chris Lesbirel, Ann Nicholson, Fletch O’Hara, Elisa Wales, Eileen and Vicky Jones. 

We pray for those who have died, amongst them Faith Henry.  

Finally … 

I am due to have a cataract operation on Tuesday. Many thanks for the encouragement 
received from those of you who have experienced this surgery.  

The Bible readings for Sunday are printed below. Please print them, or bring a mobile device, 
if you wish to follow the readings during the Sunday services.  

With best wishes and my prayers, 

Tim 

+ + + 

The Very Revd Tim Barker, The Rectory, Route de St André, St Andrew, GY6 8XN 
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The Revd Juliette Robilliard 
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Collect and readings for today … 

The Collect 

Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Old Testament reading: 1 Samuel 3 verses 1-10 (and, for 10 am, verses 11-20) 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in 
those days; visions were not widespread. 
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At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet 
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where 
the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he 
said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ 
But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay 
down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, 
and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down 
again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been 
revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and 
said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the 
boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, 
for your servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, 
‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’  

[Then the Lord said to Samuel, ‘See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both 
ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfil against Eli all that I have spoken 
concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his 
house for ever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he 
did not restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house 
shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering for ever.’ 

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel 
was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, ‘Samuel, my son.’ He said, 
‘Here I am.’ Eli said, ‘What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to 
you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.’ So Samuel told him 
everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, ‘It is the Lord; let him do what seems good 
to him.’ 

As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all 
Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.] 

Gospel: John 1 verses 43-end 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now 
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to 
him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son 
of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ 
Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of 
him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did 
you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 

Prayer after Communion 

God of glory, you nourish us with your Word  
who is the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit  
that through us the light of your glory 
may shine in all the world.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 


