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The Rector writes … 

Cartoons can sometimes be cruel. 

Sometimes they speak the truth in ways 
that words and pictures cannot.  

The cartoon in Saturday’s Times, by Peter 
Brookes, is a beautifully drawn picture of 
The Queen in front of a shadow – 
unmistakably a representation of HRH 
Prince Philip. Brookes has added these 
words: ‘Grief is the price we pay for love’, 
words which Her Majesty spoke in 
September 2001, quoting the psychiatrist, 
Colin Murray Parkes OBE. The fuller 
quotation is this: ‘The pain of grief is just 

as much a part of life as the joy of love; it is, perhaps, the price we pay for love, the cost of 
commitment.’  

I was sitting at my computer on Friday afternoon, when the BBC announcement of the death 
of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh flashed on my mobile phone. I wrote these words: 

On behalf of the Deanery of Guernsey and its churches in Alderney, Guernsey, Herm 
and Sark, I express my sorrow at the death of His Royal Highness The Duke of 
Edinburgh. 

I offer my prayers for Her Majesty The Queen and the members of the Royal Family on 
the sad news we heard earlier this afternoon and in their bereavement. 

Prince Philip has given a remarkable life of service to the United Kingdom, the Crown 
Dependencies and the Commonwealth. He has engaged, in his inimitable style, with 
young people, through the establishment of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards, with 
technological initiatives, with the armed forces, and with his many patronages. He was 
concerned for the global environment, long before many others realised the 
significance of climate change and the threats to the environment.  

Above all, Prince Philip devoted himself to the support of Her Majesty throughout her 
reign and their 73 years of marriage. This includes his support for Her Majesty in her 
role as Defender of the Faith and Supreme Governor of the Church of England. I had the 
privilege of meeting Prince Philip on visits to Lincoln Cathedral, and observing his 
support for Her Majesty at the distribution of the Royal Maundy in Chester and Lincoln 
Cathedrals. 

Prince Philip had a lively mind. He demonstrated intellectual curiosity and challenge in 
his wide range of interests. He was committed to inter-faith dialogue and was 
instrumental in the foundation of St George’s House at Windsor Castle as a centre of 
study – which has had a great significance in the development of the leadership of 
Church of England and other institutions over the past fifty years.  

I mourn his death and offer my prayers of thanksgiving for his remarkable 
contribution to our common life and for his legacy. May he rest in peace and rise in 
glory.  
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The BBC and other broadcasters (correctly, in my view) suspended 
their planned schedule on Friday afternoon to focus on Prince Philip’s 
life and achievements. It was, I think, a revelation to many who have 
seen Prince Philip only in recent years that he had been such a 
pioneer in environmental concerns and the technological changes of 
the 1960s. 

In 1986 HRH Prince Philip, then International President of the World Wildlife Fund, invited 
five leaders of five of the major religions of the world (Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, 
Islam and Judaism) to meet to discuss how their faiths could help save the natural world. The 
meeting took place in Assisi in Italy, because it was the birthplace of St Francis, the patron 
saint of ecology. From this meeting arose key statements by the five faiths outlining their own 
distinctive traditions and approach to the care for nature. 

But, as I wrote above, above all, Prince Philip devoted himself to the support of Her Majesty 
throughout her reign and their 73 years of marriage. He was a remarkable man, for whom I 
thank God.  

>>> 

I regret that I will not be at St Andrew’s church for the 10 am service on Sunday. I am taking 
the service at Torteval, as the Rector, Mark Charmley, is in Southampton with his son 
Jonathan, who had emergency surgery on Friday morning. Please remember Jonathan, and the 
Charmley family, in your prayers. Juliette is taking the 10 am service at St Andrew’s church.  

>>> 

Although Guernsey is, thankfully, free of Covid-19 infection, caution is still advised: 

• Hand sanitiser is available; please use it as you enter the church.  
• Please respect those who may prefer not to exchange the Peace.  
• We are still not able to share the Common Cup.  
• We will be following the advice that a record of attendance will be kept, to assist ‘track and 

trace’ if this proves necessary. Please note that any information collected for the purpose 
of track and trace will not be used for any other purpose. The data we gather (name and 
contact telephone number) will be retained for 14 days and then safely destroyed.  

• If you wish, you may choose to use an app to record your attendance. Simply focus a 
smartphone camera on the QR code displayed in the church, and follow the instructions.  

This week … 

St Andrew’s church is open daily, without restriction, from around 10 am until the late 
afternoon or early evening. 

Holy Communion, and laying on of hands and prayers for healing on Wednesday at 10.30 am 
at the Monnaie Chapel. The Monnaie Chapel is a remarkable place – accessed off the Rue du 
Monnaie (halfway up the road, on the left, when approaching from Les Poidevins).   

Looking ahead … 

Knitting / craft afternoon 
When? 1st Tuesday & 3rd Wednesday afternoon every month at 2.30 – 4 pm, starting 
on Wednesday 21 April 
Where? The Rectory  
What for? To build on  the Christmas angel knitting that we have done for the last three years, 
and perhaps extend our repertoire, learn new skills, and maybe make additional products for 
church outreach and fundraising – as well as having a good natter! 
Everyone  - and ideas - welcome! 
Contact: Judy Barker, 01481 238568 or 07781 166075 or judybarker55@gmail.com 
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The annual congregational meeting will be held on Sunday 25 April 
immediately after the 10 am service.  

Sue McGregor will not have a jewellery stall this year at the Summer 
Fair, but instead will be selling handbags, scarves and hats.  Please 
could you look out any that are in good condition and will be suitable. 
Jill Bishop will be collecting them ready for the Summer Fair on 
Sunday, 13 June.  

Prayers for the week 

A prayer on the death of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 

God of our lives,  
we give thanks for the life of Prince Philip, 
for his love of our country, 
and for his devotion to duty. 
We entrust him now to your love and mercy, 
through our Redeemer Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Please pray   

• for Her Majesty The Queen and the Royal Family, as they mourn Prince Philip;  
• for the media, in their reporting his death; 
• for wise and careful use of social media and care in commenting;   
• for the people of Northern Ireland, after a week of rioting in parts of Belfast;   
• for the people of Myanmar in the continuing crisis in that country following the military 

coup. 

We pray for all who live in the parish of St Andrew and for our church community. 

And, by name, for Stella Machon, Audrey Gollop, Jean Walpole, Chris & Cindy Kennedy, 
Georgina, Chris Lesbirel, Ann Nicholson, Fletch O’Hara, Elisa Wales, Eileen and Vicky Jones, 
Marian Vaudin, Deidre Bell and Jonathan Charmley. 

For those who have died: Prince Philip, and Valerie Rose Dodd (née Bougourd).  

Finally … 

I am delighted to announce that Aronda Peterson-Helmuth has agreed to be our official First 
Aider and to carry out our Health & Safety duties and responsibilities, as well as any first aid 
needs that present themselves. 

With my prayers and best wishes, 

Tim 

+ + + 

The Very Revd Tim Barker, The Rectory, Route de St André, St Andrew, GY6 8XN 
01481 238568 | 07781 166095 | dean@deanery.gg | Twitter: @TimBarker10 

+ + + 

The Revd Juliette Robilliard 
Associate Priest | 01481 264344 | revrob151@gmail.com 

+ + + 

Hymns at 10 am 

194 Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts to heaven and voices raise  
204 If Christ had not been raised from death  
201  Come, ye faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness 
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678 In Christ alone my hope is found 

Collect 

Almighty Father, 
you have given your only Son to die for our sins 
and to rise again for our justification: 
grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness 
that we may always serve you 
in pureness of living and truth; 
through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Readings  

New Testament reading: Acts 4 vv 32-35 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

Gospel reading: John 20 vv 19-end 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you.’After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 
in his side, I will not believe.’ 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  Then he 
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’Jesus said to 
him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe.’ 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  

Prayer after Communion 

Lord God our Father, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ 
you have assured your children of eternal life 
and in baptism have made us one with him: 
deliver us from the death of sin 
and raise us to new life in your love, 



 

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

+ + + 

An afterword … 

This photograph, taken by Chris Young of the Press Association, is 
delightful. The smile on Her Majesty’s face, as she passes Prince Philip, ramrod straight in his 
uniform as Colonel of the Grenadier Guards, is delightful.  

But there’s an unexpected story behind this picture. You can find it at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-56242398 
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