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The Rector writes … 

Not only are we in the last weekend of February, but the 
blossom is on the trees. Where has the year gone?  

The picture on the left of the page was taken on 
Saturday morning, as I had a quick walk before starting 
a long meeting, by Zoom, of the Church of England’s 
General Synod.  

There were some good and interesting presentations, 
but I missed the interaction with other people that’s a 
feature of the ‘real’ meetings of General Synod. It’s the 
same with any meetings. Many of us will have become 
used to ‘meeting’ family and friends over an internet 
connection or by phone, rather than those flesh and 
blood meetings which we yearn to resume.  

Somebody observed the other day: ‘The problem is that 
this lockdown has not generated the Guernsey Together 
vibe’. I agree. Why is it so? There were some interesting 
responses: ‘A combination of deja vu, frustration after 

months of freedom - and winter?’, ‘The feeling that this shouldn’t have happened, someone let 
us down’, and ‘Mask wearing and social policing’.  

Whilst we can’t wait for this lockdown to end, we know that we have to make haste slowly, 
gently and carefully. And it will end. A fortnight ago, we were coping with freezing 
temperatures. Today there’s spring blossom on the trees. We are in the early weeks of Lent. 
But we know that it will end with Easter.  

>>> 

Lent 

Building on the success of last year’s #LiveLent: Care 
for God’s Creation, the 2021 Lent resources from the 
Church of England will again mirror the theme of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book, creating a 
significant shared focus for the whole Church at a 
key time of year for people’s discipleship and 
learning in the faith. 

The Archbishop’s Lent Book, written by Hannah 
Steele and published by SPCK, is called 'Living His 
Story: Sharing the extraordinary love of God in 

ordinary ways' and explores the ideas of story, witness and evangelism. The book will be 
accompanied by free online materials for groups by Chris Russell, with video interviews and 
more. 

The theme for the Church of England’s resources (including daily reflections in printed and 
digital formats from Church House Publishing, as per previous campaigns) is #LiveLent: 
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God’s Story, Our Story. The material is introduced by the 
Archbishops, who write: ‘The invitation of this year’s #LiveLent to all of 
us is to participate in God’s story. To make it so much part of our own 
stories that our own lives become impossible to understand without it. 
And then to be tellers of this story, and the change it has brought to us 
…’ 

Further details, including signing up for the daily email message, downloading the app and 
viewing and sample pages from the booklet, written by Stephen Hance (the Discipleship and 
Evangelism Lead for the Archbishops’ Council), are now available by clicking here.  

>>> 

St Andrew’s church, like all the churches in Guernsey, will remain closed to all visitors until 
further notice. Public worship is suspended.  

There are three exceptions, which apply to all churches: the priest or minister may use the 
church for private worship or livestreaming services (accompanied by people with whom 
they share their home); and one person, the ‘premises manager’, is allowed to visit the church 
to check that the structure is in good order. John Campbell has kindly agreed to undertake this 
role during lockdown.  The third exception is that churches can be used for funeral services.  

Opportunities for worship 

Many used the last lockdown to explore online worship offered by other churches in 
Guernsey, as well as viewing or listening to the online services from churches, chapel and 
cathedrals in England and even further afield.  

A list of the various offerings from the Guernsey churches, including our own St Andrew’s 
church service, can be found by clicking here. 

The date of the next Parish Prayers will depend on how quikly we move into, and through 
Recovery Stage 2 of the States of Guernsey lockdown exit strategy. Watch this space!  

>>> 

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 
804 8044 – has been set up particularly with those 
unable to join online church services during the period 
of restrictions in mind; to provide comfort and spiritual 
nourishment to the most isolated in our society. 

Prayers for the week 

On Saturday 27 February, the Church remembers the 17th 
century poet, George Herbert. This is one of his poems. 
The words are set to music by Vaughan Williams as one of his Five Mystical Songs.  

Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back, 
            guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 
            from my first entrance in, 
drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 
            if I lacked anything. 

‘A guest,’ I answered, ‘worthy to be here’: 
            Love said, ‘You shall be he.’ 
‘I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, 
            I cannot look on thee.’ 
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 
            ‘Who made the eyes but I?’ 
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‘Truth, Lord; but I have marred them; let my shame 
            go where it doth deserve.’ 
‘And know you not,’ says Love, ‘who bore the blame?’ 
            ‘My dear, then I will serve.’ 
‘You must sit down,’ says Love, ‘and taste my meat.’ 
            So I did sit and eat. 

Please pray   

• for the people of the Bailiwick of Guernsey as we continue the careful journey out of 
lockdown;  

• for the people of Alderney and Sark and they adjust to their new freedoms; 
• for the staff of our hospital, health centres, and pharmacies, and those engaged in the 

vaccination programme, as they care for the people of Guernsey;  
• for our political leaders, and those who advise them, as they exercise their responsibilities 

for our well-being and for deciding when it is appropriate to begin the next stage of our 
release from lockdown;  

• for a willingness to look beyond our borders, to recognise human need wherever it is to be 
found: especially the school girls kidnapped in Nigeria. 

We pray, in the Guernsey churches cycle of prayer, for St Peter’s church in Sark and Sark 
Methodist church (and for David Stolton, the minister in Sark). 

We pray for all who live in the parish of St Andrew and for our church community. 

And, by name, for Stella Machon, Audrey Gollop, Jean Walpole, Chris & Cindy Kennedy, 
Georgina, Chris Lesbirel, Ann Nicholson, Fletch O’Hara, Elisa Wales, Eileen and Vicky Jones. 

Finally … 

I have prepared a service for Sunday 28 February, which is circulated with the newsletter. The 
music is attached as separate files. The service will be available on the church website, thanks 
to Nicholas Drake. The readings are included in the service for this weekend.  

Judy and I are most grateful for all the kind messages following the announcement last 
weekend of the birth of our grandson, Teo (Teodor). He continues to thrive! Our daughter, 
Katherine, is sending frequent updates by WhatsApp.  

More signs of spring – in the Rectory garden.  

Please stay safe and take care of yourselves.  

With best wishes and my prayers, 

Tim 
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