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Welcome to worship 
 
It is my great pleasure to welcome you to this time of worship during which I invite you to 
reflect on the ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. His ascension both challenges and 
inspires Christians so, together, let us see what we can discover from the prayers, Bible 
readings and music. 
 
Opening Hymn 
 
The Ascensiontide hymns contain some powerful words and stirring tunes. The first I have 
selected is Charles Wesley’s hymn:  
 
Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7b_ODz_jgTs  
 
Introduction 
 
God has gone up with a shout, 
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 
 
Introduction: Looking back purposefully to look forward hopefully 
 
The ascension is the opportunity to look back over the last 40 days to Easter Sunday to 
remember our Lord’s resurrection when he defeated the power of sin and death. In his 
subsequent appearances to his disciples he underpinned his message of hope, with words 
of encouragement, to give them a sustainable pattern for living faithfully. He also 
commissioned his disciples to continue his work here on earth, as it is in heaven, in order 
that all may have the opportunity to accept his loving message of salvation. 
 
Invitation to confession  
 
A few weeks ago, I introduced our time of confession with the first Bible reading. It worked in 
that context and today it seems to fit again with my first reflection.  
 
Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 36: 24-28 
  
I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your 
own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 A new heart I will give you, and a 
new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give 
you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be 
careful to observe my ordinances. 28 Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your 
ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
 
Reflection 
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http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjnvs_Lh6rLAhXFORoKHWr2BpEQjRwIBw&url=http://standrewsguernsey.uk/&bvm=bv.116274245,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNFvgsO174-mF61lLV4kbM49QNbw5A&ust=1457284935489915


 
God does not seek to enforce a regime upon us making us clones of one another. He has 
created us very differently and wants us to flourish with the gifts he gives to us. He knows, 
however, that left to our own devices without a pattern for living, we fall into temptation. The 
reason God sent his Son to live among us was to guide us into a faithfulness. Sin creates 
distance between us and God, therefore, in the spirit of repentance let us seek his 
forgiveness for our failings. When God forgives us, our relationship with him is restored, we 
may put the past behind us and start afresh, so that as the Bible reading states, ‘you shall be 
my people and, I will be your God. 
 
Seeing we have a great high priest  
who has passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, 
let us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, 
and make our confession to our heavenly Father. 
 
You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart: 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Absolution 
 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 
The prayer for today 
 
Risen, ascended Lord, 
as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin 
may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn  
 
Reflecting that Christ’s ascension is a triumphant crowning glory following his life’s ministry, 
death and resurrection, let’s share Matthew Bridges’ hymn: 
 
Crown him with many crowns https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kPkjghup8E 
Bible Reading 
 
The second Bible reading describes the ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ and what 
happened next. 
 
New Testament reading: The Acts of the Apostles 1 6-14 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kPkjghup8E


 
The Ascension of Jesus 
 
6 So when the disciples had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods 
that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.’ 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up 
towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, ‘Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 
 
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room 
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and 
Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
Reflection 
 
It’s the last time that … 
 
The above reading marks two ‘lasts’, the disciples last physical contact with Jesus before he 
ascends to heaven and the last explicit reference in the Bible, to Jesus’ mother Mary. Let’s 
focus on these two ‘lasts’ separately to embrace the whole: 
 
1. Jesus’ last instructions to his disciples 
 
It’s easy for those of us who are familiar with the Bible to know what comes next, hence, we 
may think that the disciples’ question to Jesus lacks vision.  He, as ever, guides them 
patiently saying “Don’t worry about theological matters that are beyond your grasp of time 
and space: those are the concerns of God the Father alone. Instead, here’s something 
practical you can do for me with the many skills that I know you have and can put them to 
good use.”  He commissions them to go out into all the world to be his faithful witnesses to 
his life, death, resurrection and ascension: his complete triumph over death and evil 
providing the gateway for us to join him in life eternal. 
   
That was the disciples but how do we make a start? 
 
We could say Jesus handpicked his disciples and so knew their capabilities. But what about 
us? How, do we know that we have the necessary capabilities to witness for our faith for 
Jesus? The important point to remember about each disciple is that not one of them was the 
complete package, they each had their own abilities and indeed failings. To be a faithful 
disciple is to act in accordance with how Christ touches our hearts personally and, calls us 
accordingly.  
 
Let’s consider this another way 
 
Imagine four Blanchelande College pupils are invited to stand outside our church, one 
standing at each of the four sides. They are told to observe what they can see of their 
allocated side only. All then go back to the school and describe to their class what they saw. 
None would be able to describe the church in its entirety but together the whole picture 
would become clear. It’s similar with sharing our faith; not one of us has total knowledge but 



together we can be Christ’s body here on earth sharing what we each receive from our faith 
and passing it on. It’s not what we do that matters so much as the spirit in which we do it. 
Even if our actions are less than perfect, if the intention of our hearts is faithful God will bless 
the deed. The important point is that we try as people, whatever their age, only learn by 
example. 
 
2. After her son had ascended, what did Mary do next? 
 
We learn from the Bible Reading that Mary continued to meet with the disciples and other 
followers of Jesus: this is a congregation by any other name sharing their mutual faith and 
encouraging each other by their prayerful presence. Mary had witnessed her son’s horrific 
death but now, she has the joy of knowing all things have come to fruition. All that she had 
witnessed and pondered in her heart throughout Jesus’ life, death and resurrection have 
concluded with his glorious, triumphant ascension. She, together with her other sons and the 
disciples is not downhearted: how come?  We learn from the reading that though Jesus is 
out of sight, he is not out of mind ‘All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, 
together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.’ In 
prayer, they waited for the Holy Spirit to come to them, as Jesus’ had said he would. 
 
What does that teach us?   
 
We who have been baptised received the gift of the Holy Spirit at our baptism. For him to be 
active in our lives, we need to use this gift. Faithful witnesses pray intentionally and by so 
doing, in and through the Holy Spirit, we are in the presence of Jesus who intercedes for us 
with his Father in heaven. Through prayer we are conscious that there is no place where 
God is not present. In his ascension, Jesus has bridged the divide between earth and 
heaven. Whatever experiences we fear in life and, at present, as the effects of COVID 
unfold, prayer is a constant source of support in trying times. Through prayer, it enables us 
to live not fearfully, but forever in the presence of the Lord. Amen. 
 
Prayers for the week ahead 
 
Through Christ, who promises to intercede with his Father, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
Lift up our hearts Lord, 
and grant us, from your heavenly realm, 
inspiration and support for daily living. 
 
Lord hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Send a renewal of your Holy Spirit upon us  
that we may witness faithfully for you  
using the gifts with which you have blessed our lives.  
 
Lord hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
May your Spirit guide those who make decisions 
for the administration of this island, 
as they seek solutions to COVID-related situations. 
 
Lord hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 



Be with those who are suffering,  
whether financially, physically, mentally or spiritually: 
may your presence shine light in the darkness of unknowing. 
 

Lord hear us,  
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

With thanks for those who have been dear to us 
who now live fully in the presence of your glory, 
we commend ourselves to you and your unfailing love. 
 

Lord receive our prayerful thanks and praise. Amen.   
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Gathering these our prayers and praises into one,  
let us pray as our Saviour taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead is not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power and the glory 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 

One of the greatest joys of being a priest is to be able to proclaim God’s blessing on his 
people. It is a sharing of God’s love to support every situation that we may face in our lives.  
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn 
 

The words of this hymn, written by Bishop Christopher Wordsworth, confirm that our Lord’s 
Ascension was the culmination of a great campaign for life in all its fulness.  
 

See the Conqueror mounts in triumph https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zN4r7hrgBJM 
 

Organ voluntary from Salisbury Cathedral 
 

Until we join together again, I conclude this act of worship with a final flourish of music. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=si_hyxW7-N8 
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