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The Rector writes … 

Last Sunday was the final day of the brief 
‘staycation’ that Judy and I enjoyed. We 
enjoyed exploring parts of Guernsey that, 
after nearly five years living here, were 
still unfamiliar, such as the Occupation 
Museum in Forest. We learned more about 
the islands on guided walks to Lihou and 
around St Peter Port – how easy it is to 
miss the significance of various features 
that one passes a couple of times each 
week. We visited the restored splendours 
of Victor Hugo’s Hauteville House – 
amazed that a building that seems so plain 
and severe on the front can be a treasure 

chest of dazzling colour on the inside. It’s well worth a visit. And it’s possible to pretend that 
this is a visit to France, as the house is owned by Les Musées de la Ville de Paris.  

We spend a full day in Herm. The weather was glorious, as we escaped the crowds quickly as 
we walked around the southern cliffs, and made our way along Shell Beach to Mouisonniere 
beach at the north of the island. On a low tide, the sands are huge. The beauty of the vast space 
was stunning. Once again, and without ignoring the problems and difficulties that may who 
live here face day by day, I was filled with a huge sense of the privilege of living these islands.  

>>> 

Today’s gospel takes us a great picnic – the 
miracle known as ‘the feeding of the five 
thousand’. This was such an important event that 
it is one of only a few stories told in each of the 
four gospels. But there’s a big problem with this 
well known description of the miracle. Please 
read the gospel carefully.  

There is a powerful anticipation of the Last 
Supper – the institution of Holy Communion, the 
Eucharist - in this miracle. The most antique 

representations of the Eucharist are of a basket containing loaves of bread and, on the sides, 
two fish, like the mosaic discovered in Tabgha in Palestine, in the church erected on the 
supposed site of the multiplication of the loaves (pictured above), or in the famous fresco in 
the catacombs of Priscilla. 

>>> 

I am circulating with this week’s newsletter two important documents: 

• Our safeguarding policy, re-adopted at the annual congregational meeting a fortnight 
ago; and  

• A notice about our church data protection policy. 

http://www.standrewschurchguernsey.org/


 

Dates for the diary 

Please let me know about events to be included under this heading.  

Holy Communion, and laying on of hands and prayers for healing at 
the Monnaie Chapel on Wednesday at 10.30 am. The Monnaie Chapel 
is a remarkable place – accessed off the Rue du Monnaie (halfway up 
the road, on the left, when approaching from Les Poidevins).   

St Andrew’s church is open daily, without restriction, from around 10 am until the late 
afternoon or early evening. 

Here in St Andrew, the St Andrew’s church Apple Fair will be on Sunday 6 September from 
12 noon to 3:30pm. More news to follow, along with information about how we can help to 
make this event a success.  

Jill Bishop writes … 

The raffle tickets have arrived for the Apple Fair and Val Campbell can give you some, or John 
Lee at the 8:00 am service.  It makes a real difference if as many as possible can be sold before 
the Fair. Please be generous, as if the weather is bad, then we still have some income. 

We are planning on selling paper bags of apples at the Fair. Please could you let Jill know if you 
have an apple tree and might have some spare apples, which you could donate. We also need 
books, jewellery and new gifts, which will be sold at the Fair. 

The church tower 

A message from the Bat Section of La Société Guernesiaise 

La Société Bat Section would like to thank St Andrew’s 
church for kindly assisting us in surveying the church bell 
tower for bats. We can now happily confirm that there is 
an endangered species of bat that roosts in the tower.  

Events began last September when a member of the 
congregation informed us of a dead bat outside of the 
church, which we identified as a Grey Long-eared Bat. 
These bats are quite rare in Britain, found in only a few 
places along the south coast of England and the Gower 
peninsula in Wales. They are in significant decline in 
Guernsey and are in need of protection. 

The bat group decided that a survey was best, and earlier this year found droppings of this 
endangered bat in the bell tower. Then, in early July, we also recorded some of its 
echolocation calls. Rather excitingly for us, we also found a live Grey Long-eared Bat roosting 
at the very top of the tower. 

We would again like to thank the congregation for your support, and re-assure you that these 
bats are very unlikely to cause problems for the church. 
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Forthcoming concerts and events in other churches 

Monday 3 August, 1 pm in the Town Church: Summer music, with Debbie Bideau (soprano), 
Max Wong (violin) and Stephen Le Prevost (piano). 

Thursday 6 August, 7.30 pm in St James: Back, Beethoven and Carmen – a recital on violtin, 
harpsichord and piano with Max Wong, Francois Cloete and Rebecca Leshures. 



 

Friday 7 August, 7.30 pm in St Saviour’s church: Ashleigh de Jersey 
Moore singing songs from the shows, and Jacob Wright performing 
violin works by Bach, Beethoven and Mozart, accompanied by Mervyn 
Grand. 

Guernsey Caring for Ex-offenders: Coffee Morning on Thursday 13 
August from 1000 - 1200 at Trinity Church Centre. 

Prayers for the week 

Our parish ‘prayer for the month’ for August: 

By the world’s standards, Judas Iscariot was a success: astute with money, albeit at times 
deviously so and, he had good political contacts. Unfortunately, the more he manipulated 
people black became white in his heart and he ended up shafting the very person who could 
have saved him – Jesus. In all our busyness it is good to consider when our personal standards 
whether moral, political or spiritual are frail. We can give thanks that God is always ready to 
forgive and to receive our heartfelt pleas for strength.  

O God, our helper and defender,  
deliver us in our weakness, 
answer our longings 
and vindicate our faith, 
that we may see your glory 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please pray  

• for the people of Guernsey; 
• for those thinking of standing for election to 

the Sates of Deliberation; 
• for family and friends in the UK who are facing 

the return of restrictions on movements and 
gathering;  

• for those who are taking time away from 
normal routine, even if going away for holiday 
is not possible.  

We pray in the Guernsey churches cycle of prayer 
for the Salvation Army, and for Majors Jamie and 
Claire Hill.  

We pray for all who live in the parish of St Andrew 
and for our church community. 

And, by name, for Stella Machon, Audrey Gollop, Jean Walpole, Chris & Cindy Kennedy, Gretl 
Davies, Georgina, Chris Lesbirel, Ann Nicholson, Fletch O’Hara and Elisa Wales.  

Finally … 

Thanks to Steve Oliphant for playing the organ on Sunday, while Chris Claxton is on leave.  

The Bible readings for today are printed on the next page. Please print them, or bring a mobile 
device, if you wish to follow the readings during the Sunday services.  

With best wishes and my prayers, 

Tim 

The Very Revd Tim Barker, The Rectory, Route de St André, St Andrew, GY6 8XN 
01481 238568 | 07781 166095 | dean@deanery.gg | Twitter: @TimBarker10 

 

On Herm, looking across Jethou to Jerbourg in 
Guernsey in the far distance 
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The Revd Juliette Robilliard 
Associate Priest | 01481 264344 | revrob151@gmail.com 

+++ 

Collect and readings for today … 

The Collect 

Almighty Lord and everlasting God, 
we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern 
both our hearts and bodies 
in the ways of your laws 
and the works of your commandments; 
that through your most mighty protection, both here and ever, 
we may be preserved in body and soul; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

New Testament reading: Romans 9 vv 1-5 

I am speaking the truth in Christ - I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit - 
I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were 
accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the 
flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving 
of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, 
according to the flesh, comes the Messiah,who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 

Gospel: St Matthew 14 vv 13-21 

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. 
But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went 
ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it 
was evening, the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now 
late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.’ Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go away; you give them something to 
eat.’ They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.’ And he said, ‘Bring 
them here to me.’ Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to 
the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they 
took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were 
about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

Prayer after Communion 

Strengthen for service, Lord, 
the hands that have taken holy things; 
may the ears which have heard your word 
be deaf to clamour and dispute; 
may the tongues which have sung your praise be free from deceit; 
may the eyes which have seen the tokens of your love 
shine with the light of hope; 
and may the bodies which have been fed with your body 
be refreshed with the fullness of your life; 
glory to you for ever. 
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